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DEDICATION. 



S O thee, 0 Glorious and Immaculate Virgin, 
do we offer this little nosegay culled from 
the wide garden of the Church ; beseeching 
thee to grant that its fragrance may not only 
strengthen and refresh thine own children, hut 
also that tlitf sweetness of thy name, 0 Mother 
of our God and Saviour Jesus, Mother of our 
own Crucified and Glorified Redeemer, Jesus, 
may draw into the Fold of His Church, these 
yet without, for whose salvation thou didst 
hear Jesus, and Jesus died. To these, 0 thou 
who art as tender in thy loving compassion, as 
thou art spotless in thy perfect purity, and 
all-powerful in thy intercession, 

Monstra te esse Matrem: 

AND WIN THEM HOME. 

AYE MARIA. 
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PREFACE. 



A LTHOUGH various Books of Devotions to 
Our Blessed Lady have, within the last 
few years, appeared in England, yet none 
among them occupy the same ground as that 
taken by the present collection ; for the greater 
part of which we are indebted to the valuable 
and interesting Book of M. Leon Gautier, en- 
titled Prieres d la Vierge , d’apres les MSS. du 
Moyen Age , &c. & C ., 1 its principal aim being to 
show from the most ancient, as well as from 
subsequent authoritative sources, how the de- 
votion to Mary has ever been an integral part of 
the tradition of the Church. That it should not 
have been so, would be equally impossible to 
faith and to reason. The marvel is that it should 
ever have become necessary to argue in favour of 
1 Paris. Victor Palme. 
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showing reverence to the Mo ‘her, with those 
who profess to honour the Son. 

Our Lady’s great panegyrist is the Archangel 
Gabriel , 1 who might be called the Prophet and 
Evangelist of the Incarnation. We read of 
him in the Book of Daniel, when he foretold it ; 
in the Gospel of S. Luke, when he announced its 
precursor ; and again as the favoured angel of 
the Annunciation. And who is he ? He says 
of himself to the father of the Baptist, “ I am 
Gabrieli who stand before God that is, in the 
immediate presence and glory of the very Source 
and Fountain of Grace. And when, fresh from 
the light of the uncreated Godhead, he speeds 
into the pure presence of Mary, the heavenly 
Ambassador salutes her with the words, “ Haiti 
Full of Grace /” using a word which, in the 
original Greek, we are told by Origen, occurs 
nowhere else in Scripture, and which implies 
that she was not only free from sin at that time, 

1 V. Lectures on Catholic Faith and Practice , by the 
Rev. J. N. Sweeney, p. 278, Lect. xv., Mary , Mother of 
God . 
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but that she had been formed in Grace, and 
“had not been infected by the breath of the 
venomous Serpent.” Hers was no ordinary 
office, and no ordinary splendour surrounded 
Ler. At her coming into the world, Grace 
awaited her who was chosen to be the Mother 
of God. 

The devotion to Our Lady naturally had its 
first development in the East. In the West, the 
early Christians traced her image in the gloom of 
the catacombs. The Cemetery of Priscilla might 
indeed be called the Catacomb of Mary, from the 
frequency and importance of the representations 
of her which it contains. In the Catacomb of 
SS. Peter and Marcellinus, Mary appears as the 
heavenly advocate, whose arms, outstretched in 
prayer, are upheld by two mysterious personages, 
as were those of Moses by Aaron and Hur on 
Mount Horeb. It is thus a great mistake to 
assert that no representations of Mary existed 
anterior to the Council of Ephesus. Even as 
early as the second century there was a parti- 
cular type according to which the Virgin Mother 
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was to be depicted, and which was generally 
adopted by the faithful. 

In the ancient Liturgies, which, both in their 
substance and in the perfect similarity as to the 
order of their various portions, bear internal 
evidence of being all derived from the original 
ritual fixed upon by the Apostles themselves, our 
Lady is invariably honoured, and her interces- 
sion invoked. It may not be out of place to 
mention here also, that we find it to have been 
customary in the fourth century for the Bishop, 
in going to and from the Church, &c., to be 
preceded by a Deacon, who from time to time 
cried aloud to the people, “Be mindful of the 
Most Holy and Immaculate Mother of God.” 

• Scarcely had the Church reached the period 
of tranquillity purchased by three centuries of 
persecution and by twelve or fifteen millions of 
martyrs, than, in the fourth century, arose the 
great constellation of Doctors whose teaching 
completed the evangelization of the Empire. 
To the voices of S. Ambrose, S. Augustin, and 
S. Jerome, were united those of S. Chrysostom, 
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S. Eplirem, and S. Epiphanius; and each of 
these great saints joined, as it were, in a hymn 
of praise to Mary, of which the prelude had 
already been sung by S. Clement, Tertullian, 
S. Cyprian, and many more. Already had the 
title of Theotokos been repeatedly applied to 
Mary by S. Denys of Alexandria, by Origen, and 
by S. Athanasius, before the Council of Ephesus, 
in the fifth century, to the enthusiastic joy pf 
the whole multitude of the faithful, decreed it to 
be acknowledged as rightfully her own, in honour 
of her Divine Maternity ; and before S. Cyril, at 
the first session of this Council, addressed the 
glowing words of love and veneration, which 
still remain, to her whom he declared to be 
“ above all praises.” 

Mary’s title to veneration being thus indis- 
putably proved to have been acknowledged by 
the first five centuries of the Church’s existence, 
it is needless to do more than touch upon the 
unceasihg devotion to her through the successive 
ages which have followed; and we need only 
name S. Benedict, our own S. Anselm, S. Ilde- 
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fonso of Toledo (the works of either of these 
great Archbishops furnishing whole litanies of 
titles of honour and praise of Our Lady), S. 
Bernard and the other doctors of the twelfth 
century, S. Dominic, and S. Thomas Aquinas ; 
leaving many great and saintly names unmen- 
tioned. 

In conclusion, we would observe, with regard 
to a doctrine of the Church which has lately 
come into prominence, that it was so early as 
during the, fifth century that the Feast of the 
Conception came to be observed, and spread 
widely during the seventh and eighth centuries. 
Hymns written in honour of the Mystery had 
appeared in the fourth century. The celebra- 
tion of the Festival began in England in the 
eleventh, under the auspices of S. Anselm. 
From Spain, where it was observed at an 
earlier date, it advanced into France, and so 
onward to the rest of the Churches. After 
this time the doctrine began to excite the 
warmest controversy within the Church. Great 
Doctors rose up to be its champions, but a 
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whole Order (not, however, without many ex- 
ceptions), deceived by a legitimate reverence 
for the supposed authority of its own Angelic 
Doctor, set itself against it. Scotus, the great 
Franciscan, rose in its defence, and with him 
were the Universities of Europe. It was op- 
posed : it grew. Time went on, and soon 
it was received under the special protection 
of the Popes. All that opposed it crumbled 
away before its native vitality and Divine 
Power, and its former adversaries were to be 
now seen among its most strenuous defenders. 
At length there was a time of peace. No new 
heresy disturbed the silence of the Sanctuary; 
and the voice of Peter is heard once more in 
His own Basilica. The contest is over, the 
development is complete. Mary has triumphed, 
and the Immaculate Conception is an article of 
faith. 

“ TOTA PULCHRA ES, MARIA ; 

ET MACULA ORIGINALIS NON EST IN TE.” 
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PART I 



DAILY AND OCCASIONAL PRAYERS. 



NE SCRIBAM VANUM , DUO , PIA VIRGO , MANUM. 
(Motto of certain Mediaeval Scribes.) 
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DAILY AND OCCASIONAL PKAYERS. 



When the Day begins to appear. 

Sj^ORD JESUS, Who art the true Sun of 
the world, Sun, ever rising and never 
setting ; Thou, Who with Thy life - giving 
beams dost produce, nourish, and gladden 
all things in heaven and earth ; 0 let Thy 
light arise upon me who now lift up my 
prayer to Thee, and grant that this bright- 
ness may drive far away from me the clouds 
of error and the night of sin. May I take 
this fair light for my inward ■ guide, and 
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accomplish all the journey of my life without 
offending Thee ; may I walk therein unceas- 
ingly, as in the full light of day, pure and 
radiant, free from all the works of dark- 
ness. Amen. 1 

Hail ! glorious Mother of God ; hail, Queen 
of Heaven; hail, my Patroness. To thy 
tender and maternal love I commend myself 
through all this day which is now beginning, 
in order that all my actions may have for 
their end these three things, namely, the 
glory of thy Son, my own salvation, and 
my neighbour’s good. In every tribulation, 
every sorrow, come to my aid, and to the 
aid of my friends. Come, 0 kindest Virgin 
Mary. 2 

At Daylight . 

May Thy will, 0 God, be done in us, 

1 Thesaurus Precum , Paris, 1578. The original appears 
to be: Erasmi Preces , Lugduni, apud Antonium, 1556. 
Ct. Precatione8y Lipsiae, 1575, etc. 

* Piarum precationum Thesaurus. Parisiis, apud Petrum 
Rocollet, 1652. 
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through us, and by us, this day and always 
here and everywhere. Amen. 1 

0 God, Who by the light of Thy Word 
dost dispel the shades of ignorance, increase 
in our hearts the faith which Thou hast 
bestowed upon us; and grant that this fair 
flame, kindled by Thy grace in the depth 
of our souls, may never be extinguished. 

Amen. 2 

Let us all pray God to give us a place, 
in His Paradise, where the dawn and the 
bright day have no end. “ Tug preguem Dieu 
que nos don von estal en Paradis on es clars 
jorns e Valba .” 3 



On Rising . 

Blessed be the sweet Name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ: blessed also be the name of 

1 Enchiridion , sui manuale quotidianorum exercitiorum 
spiritualium, auctore R. P. Michaele Constantiensi, Lug- 
duni. 1599. 

2 Thesaurus Precum , Paris, 1587. 

5 Bernard de Venzenac, troubadour of the 13th century. 
— Raynouard, Choix des Patsies originates des Trouba- 
dours, iv. 432. 

2 * 
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the most sweet Virgin Mary, His Mother ; 
blessed be He through eternity and beyond 
it ! 1 

In the Name of Christ my Lord I arise ; 
I arise in the Name of Jesus crucified, Who 
has bought us all with His most precious 
Blood. 

May He, even the God of Light, descend 
upon me, to guide, guard, bless, and keep 
me in all good works, this day and all the 
days of my life. 

And after this miserable life may He bring 
me to the life eternal. Amen . 2 

Before Morning Prayers . 

Virgin Mary, Mother of sweet Jesus Christ, 
into thy hands, and into the hands of thy 
dear and blessed Son, I recommend this day 
my body, soul, and senses. Guard me, Lord 
God, from all vices, from all sins, from the 
temptations of the devil, and the pains of hell. 

1 Bibl. de V Arsenal, T. L. 624a, xv. century, &c, 

* Precationes, Lipsiee, 1575. 
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Enlighten my heart by Thy grace and Thy 
Holy Spirit. Make me ever obedient to Thy 
commandments, that I may live eternally 
in Thy presence, never to be separated from 
Thee. Amen. 1 



To Saint Anne . 

Saint Anne, Mother of our Lady, and Grand- 
mother of Jesus Christ, shew me the holy 
Paradise. “Santo Anno, mero de Nouestro 
Damo, et mero grand de Jesus Christ, Enseig - 
netz me ton sant Paradis .” 2 

MORNING PRAYERS. 

To God . 

0 most majestic Power of God the Father, 
Who hast created me in Thine own image and 
likeness. 0 sovereign Wisdom of God the 
Son, Who hast redeemed me by Thy precious 
Blood. 0 supreme Goodness of the Holy 

1 Bibl. Nat . 927, xv. century. 

2 Chants Populaires de la Provence . Published by Damase 
Arbaud, p. 13. 
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Ghost, who hast always impelled and inspired 
me for my salvation. I adore Thee with all 
my heart, with all my strength, and with all 
my mind ,* and I thank Thee for all the great 
favours that it is Thy pleasure to grant to me, 
and to all Thy creatures. My God, I desire for 
the love of Thee, to serve and praise Thee, to 
please Thee better and to love Thee more, and 
to this end I offer my soul to praise Thee, my 
heart to love Thee, my body to serve Thee, 
and my will to obey Thee. 0 my God, I 
humbly commend myself to Thee. I implore 
Thee, Thyself to direct me in the way of sal- 
vation. Hold Thou my hand in Thine through 
all my life, and especially in this coming day, 
guide me in all the actions I should perform, 
all the words I should speak, and all the 
thoughts which should fill my heart. Place 
the curb of Thy love and fear upon my 
tongue and all my senses, so that they may 
not do anything which is not to Thy greater 
glory, to my own salvation, the well-being of 
my kindred, and my neighbour’s good. My 
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God, I protest that I would rather die than 
offend Thee by mortal sin. I protest also 
that I desire to live and die in Thy holy 
faith, and in the keeping of Thy command- 
ments. Deign to give me grace so to do. I 
offer unto Thee, 0 Lord, all that I shall do 
and suffer this day in thought, word, and 
deed, in body or soul. 0 my God, behold 
my sole purpose and desire is this, that 
everything within me may be to Thy honour 
and love, and to the honour and love of 
Thy most holy Mother, the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, and of all the saints commemorated 
by the Church, to whom, even the whole 
court of heaven, I commend myself now 
and evermore. Amen. 1 

AVE MARIA. 

All Hail , Bose without thorns, hail, Virgin, 
whose majesty the Divine Father hath placed 

1 Bibliothdque Sainte Genevi&ve, BB. 66. Commence- 
ment of the sixteenth century. Instruction et manilre de 
vivre pour une femme seculiZre, 
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so high in the heavens, and whom He hath 
chosen to preserve immaculate. 

Maria . Hail, “Star of the sea,” who by 
thy Son hast been clothed with the very 
brightness of the Divinity, and whose glory 
is more resplendent than that of all the 
saints. 

Gratia plena. The Holy Ghost has filled 
thee with all graces, having made thee the 
perfect vessel, chosen to receive the divine 
Goodness and Love. 

Dominus tecum. By an admirable cove- 
nant, God is with thee; the Word of the 
Father took flesh within thy womb, and each 
person of the ever Blessed Trinity shared 
in this great work. 

Benedicta tu in mulieribus. That thou art 
blessed among women, art thou declared to be 
by all the nations of the earth. Thou art 
established on the heights of Paradise, and 
the heavens cease not to proclaim thee 
“Blessed.” 

Et benedictm fructus ventris tui , Jesus. 
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Grant, therefore, that we may enjoy the 
presence of thy Son here on earth, within 
our hearts, as a foretaste of heaven; and 
after our death, in the eternal and beatific 
vision. Amen. 1 

A Prayer for One's own Necessities. 

0 Lord most merciful, grant me above all 
things to desire ardently, to seek prudently, 
to find surely, and finally to accomplish most 
perfectly, all that is pleasing in Thy sight. 
Eule my whole being in accordance with 
Thine own glory : and grant, 0 my God, that 
Thy servant may desire, know, and perform 
all that Thou dost demand of him. Grant that 
I may never yield to weakness, either in joy 
or in sorrow, that I may not be puffed up by 
prosperity, nor cast down by adversity. That 
in all my joys, thanksgiving may be ever on 
my lips, and that in all my tribulations, 
patience may be ever in my heart. Let that 
which draws me nearer to Thyself, 0 my God, 
1 Enchiridion , Lyons. 1599. 
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be the only subject of my joy: that which 
removes me further from Thee, the chief 
occasion of my tears. Let me seek to please 
none apart from Thee, and let me fear to dis- 
please none but Thyself alone. May I do all 
things, suffer all things through love; and 
may all those things seem to be naught, 
which belong not to the worship I owe to 
Thee. Grant that none of the actions of my 
life be performed from habit alone, but that 
with true and deep piety I may refer them 
all to Thee, my God. For thy sake, 0 Lord, 
I desire to despise those things which pass 
away, and to love ardently only the things of 
God, and Thee, 0 God, above all. All labour 
for Thy glory shall be to me welcome rest, all 
rest that is not in Thee shall be to me wea- 
risome toil. Suffer me, my sweetest Lord, 
frequently to lift up my soul to Thee in the 
fervour of meditation ; assist me frequently to 
weigh the gravity of my faults, and with tears 
to make the firm resolution to commit no 
more. Help me to be humble without hypo- 
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crisy, cheerful without excess, serious with- 
out dejection, and gay without levity. Bestow 
upon me the spirit of fear without despon- 
dency, and of hope without presumption. 
May I correct my brethren without anger, and 
edify them without pride. Give to me, most 
sweet Jesus, a heart which never slumbers, 
and which no idle curiosity may draw away 
from Thee; a heart firm and stedfast as a 
rock, which no evil passion shall have power 
to disturb or overcome, a heart invincible, 
which no tribulation can conquer or weary; 
a heart free from the tyranny of any form of 
self-indulgence. Bestow upon me, 0 Lord, 
the intelligence which has knowledge of Thee, 
the activity which seeks Thee, and the wis- 
dom which finds Thee, a life which is pleas- 
ing to Thee, a faith which already beholds 
Thee, which possesses Thee already on this 
earth. Give to me, 0 Lord, penitence, grace, 
and glory. By penitence I shall be crucified 
with Thee, by grace I shall know how to use 
Thy benefits during the journey of this life ; 
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and by glory, when I shall have reached the 
heavenly country, I shall possess Thy joy for 
ever. Amen, amen. 1 

Prayer for all Men . 

0 most sweet and gentle Jesus, our Lord 
and our God, we implore Thy mercy, that by 
the merits and intercession of the Blessed 
Mary, ever Virgin, and of all the Saints, Angels 
and Archangels, Patriarchs and Prophets, 
Apostles and Martyrs, Confessors and Virgins, 
it may please Thee ever to increase the faith 
within the bosom of Thy Church. Make 
Thyself the guardian of those whose mission 
it is to govern us on earth. Give health to 
the sick, serene weather to those who are at 
sea, a prosperous journey to travellers, and 
grant them safe arrival at the harbour of eter- 
nal salvation. Give cheerfulness to the sad, 
strength to the feeble, liberty to the oppressed, 
deliverance to the captive ; to strangers a 

1 Bibl. Nat. Anc. CoU. St. Victor, 617, fourteenth cen- 
tury. Bibl. Mazarine, T. 814, MS. of Philippe de Mezi&res, 
fourteenth century. The text, attributed to S. Thomas 
Aquinas, is found in a great number of other Collections. 
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happy return to their own land, charity to 
those who love not, the true faith to all who 
have it not, and to the faithful departed eter- 
nal rest. Amen. 1 

Pater, Ave, Credo, Confiteor. 

To the Immaculate Virgin . 

0 Holy Mary, Mother of God, and ever 
Virgin, 0 Daughter of the great King, 0 most 
merciful Queen ; Consolation of the desolate, 
Mother of orphans, Way of the wanderer, the 
Helper of all who hope in thee ; 

Source of grace and salvation, source of 
comfort and kindness, source of love and joy : 

In the name of that joy with which thou 
didst exult when the Archangel Gabriel an- 
nounced to thee the incarnation of the Son of 
God, when the conception of the Word made 
man was accomplished ; 

In the name of this divine mystery which 
the Holy Spirit wrought in thee, and in the 
name of these inestimable graces of love, 

1 Bibl . Nat,, Ancient Latin Collection, 1153, ninth century. 
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mercy, and charity, which this entrance of 
the Lord God into thy revered bosom merited 
for thee, when He thus clad Himself in the 
vestment of our nature ; 

In the name of all the virtues which flowed 
to thee from that gentle look of thy Son, 
when from the height of His cross He recom- 
mended thee to St. John ; and also when He 
raised thee above all the choirs of angels ; 

In the name of the Five Wounds of Jesus ; 
in the name of all His Passion, and of all thy 
grief; in the name of the torrent of thy tears; 

I come this day, 0 Blessed Virgin Mary, to 
entreat thee, and with thee all the Saints and 
the elect of my God, to be near to me and afford 
me counsel and support in all my prayers 
and petitions, in all my necessities and sor- 
rows, in all that I am called to do, to say, or 
to think, every day, every hour, every moment 
of my life. 

Obtain for me of thy Son all the virtues of 
which I stand in need, obtain for me heavenly 
blessings and consolations, the help and bene- 
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diction of God, sanctification, peace, pros- 
perity, joy, salvation, and sufficiency of all 
that is needful for body and soul. 

Obtain for me the grace of the Holy Ghost, 
that He may dispose of me in all things 
according to His Will, that He may direct 
my body, elevate my soul, guide my life, rule 
my conduct, inspire my actions, realise my 
hopes and desires, maintain within me holy 
thoughts, pardon my sins of the past, correct 
those of the present, and preserve me from 
them in the future : 

This" grace, which shall secure for me a 
truly upright and honourable life, and to 
which I shall owe the victory over all worldly 
adversities, with true Peace of body and soul, 
with Faith, Hope, Charity, Humility, Chastity, 
and Patience ; 

This grace, which shall be the protectress 
and mistress of my five senses, which shall 
cause me unceasingly to perform the Seven 
Works of Mercy ; which shall establish my 
belief in the twelve Articles of the Faith, and 
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help me to fulfil the Ten Commandments of 
the Law; and which, finally, shall preserve 
me from the seven deadly sins to the last day 
of my life. 

And for that last day, and that last mo- 
ment, I entreat thee, 0 Blessed Virgin Mary, 
to warn me beforehand of their approach, and 
then be thou there, quite close to me, that 
in gazing upon thy countenance I may pass 
out of this world. 

Grant this prayer of thy suppliant, and 
obtain for me eternal life. 

0 sweetest Virgin Mary, turn not away 
from me, Mother of God ; Mother of Mercy ! 
Amen. 1 

1 Bibl. Nat., Latin Collection, 1177, thirteenth century; 1196 
and 1367, fourteenth century ; 13,307, fifteenth century, <fcc. 
Bibl. Maz. T. 812, and T. 815, fifteenth century. Bibl. St. 
GeneviSve, BB. L. 56, 59, 66, 73, 76, fifteenth century. 
Bibl. de 1’ Arsenal, “ Heures,” said to be of Henri II., T. L., 
331, &c. Heures d Vusage de Rouen , faites par Simon 
Vostre, pour Philippe Pigouchet, 1502. Horce Beatae Marice 
Virginu ad usurn Cuter cieneium , Paris, 1503, &c. This 
prayer, called Obsessio , is that one which was more widely 
used than perhaps any other throughout the Middle Ages t 
and which is in the greatest number of MSS. It is found, 
together with the Intemerata , at the beginning of almost 
all the boohs of “ Hours.” 
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MASS. 

During the celebration of Mass in past 
times, it was usual on the great festivals, to 
sing what was called a trope — a little hymn or 
versicle — before the Introit. One of these 
tropes is given us by Father Ballerini 
(Sylloge Monumentaium, part i. p. 28), who 
ascribes its composition to St. Ambrose. Any- 
how, the latest date which has been assigned 
to it is the latter part of the eighth century. 1 



Trope . 



Candidissima uti lilia ! 
Salve seterni Patris filia ; 

Salve, Mater Redemptoris, 

Salve, Sponsa'Spiritoris, 
Sine macula concepta. 
Salve, Triadis electa; 
Salve, infemi Victrix as- 
pidis; 

mins expers sola cnspidis. 
Salve, Triadis electa. 

Sine macula concepta! 



Hail, 0 whitest of lilies ! 
Daughter of the eternal 
. Father, 

Hail, Mother of the Re- 
deemer, 

Hail, Spouse of the Spirit, 
Conceived without stain. 
Elect of the Trinity; 

Hail, Conqueror of the in- 
fernal serpent, 

Alone free from his sting, 
Hail, Chosen One of the 
Trinity, 

Conceived without stain! 



1 V. Ft. Harper. “ Peace through the Truth.” 

8 
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PEAYEES FOE MASS. 

On entering the Church , say to yourself: 

Depart hence, evil thoughts, wrong 
desires, passions of the heart, and carnal 
impulses. And thou, my soul, enter into the 
joy of thy Lord and thy God, that thou mayst 
see what is His Will, and worthily present 
thyself within His holy temple. Amen . 1 

Before Mass . 

Lord Jesus, Thou who didst deign to 
take upon Thyself within the womb of the 
immaculate and most glorious Virgin Mary 
true flesh for the salvation of mankind ; Lord 
Jesus, who for us wretched sinners didst, by 
Thy own Will, endure so many humiliations, 
so many insults, blows, defilements with 
spittle, the cross, the nails, the lance, the 
crown of thorns, the gall and vinegar, and, 
finally, the ignominious death of crucifixion, 

l Aureum thuribulum. Bamberg®, apud Aug. Crinesium, 
1625. 
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deign favourably to listen to the prayer of 
Thy servants, preserve them under all the 
sorrows of this life, and save them eternally. 
This we implore Thee in the name of the un- 
bloody sacrifice of the Mass, which, through 
all ages, unceasingly renews the bloody Sacri- 
fice of Calvary ! Amen. 1 

0 Mary, Mother of God, and our own Mo- 
ther ; 0 St. Michael and ye holy Angels ; 0 all 
ye Saints celebrated by the Church this day ; 
0 my especial patrons and all the Saints ; 

In order that in your honour we may 
worthily offer the Sacrifice of the Divine 
Body and Blood ; in order that we may 
worthily receive them within us; 

Give us of your purity, your love, your 
sanctity, your piety ; and do thou, 0 Virgin- 
Mother, unite thyself with us, in praise and 
prayer to the Lord God. Amen. 1 

When the Priest is at the Foot of the Altar. 

Let us consider devoutly the manner in 

1 Bill. Nation. Lat. 13,287 ; Fifteenth Century. 

2 Enchiridion, Lyons. 1599. 

8 *. 
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which the priest has vested himself before 
going to the Altar. 

The priest is our champion against the 
enemy, and for this reason mates use of 
the same armour which our Lord employed 
when He conquered hell. 

The Amice signifies the bandage with which 
the eyes of Jesus Christ were bound on the 
night of His PaBsion. The two Cords of the 
Amice signify the cords with which Jesus was 
bound while He was beaten with blows. The 
Alb signifies the white robe which was put 
upon Him at the command of Herod, to 
prove that the Son of Man was mad. The 
Girdle signifies the whips with which Jesus 
was scourged at the pillar unto blood. The 
Manijple signifies the bonds which manacled 
the hands of this Pattern of Obedience. The 
Stole signifies the yoke which the sweet Jesus 
bore, by His own Will, unto death. 

Consider the ox, in the days of September, 
toiling at the plough to produce the wheat of 
which the chaff alone will be his portion. 
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Thus our Lord, in His Passion, has only 
its anguish, and we its fruits. 

The silken Chasuble represents the purple 
robe with which Pilate covered the shoulders 
of Jesus, on whose sacred Head had already 
been placed the mocking crown, when Pilate 
said to the Jews, “ Behold your King ! ” The 
Cross on the Chasuble signifies the Passion 
of Jesus, and all the sufferings by which it 
was preceded, and which ought to be indeli- 
bly graven on our hearts. The Chasuble has 
also another significance ; as it covers all 
the other garments, so all our other virtues 
should be enfolded in charity. It is because 
of this grand symbolism of the vestments of 
the priest, that we should regard them with 
great reverence. We ask of Thee, 0 God* 
to inspire us with this devotion. Amen. 1 

At the Confiteor and the Kyrie, 

By the merits, by the intercession and 
prayers of the Virgin Mary, of all the holy 
1 Bibl . Nation. Lat. 13289 ; Fifteenth Century. 
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Angels and Archangels, Patriarchs and 
Prophets, Apostles and Martyrs, Confessors 
and Virgins, pour forth into my heart, 0 
most merciful God, the grace of Thy Holy 
Spirit, excite compunction within me, strike 
the rock of my soul, and call forth an abun- 
dant flow of tears. Grant me the grace to 
know perfectly all my faults, and devoutly to 
make a complete avowal of them, followed by 
true repentance, that I may obtain for them 
pardon through the loving mercy of my God ! 
Amen. 1 



At the Gloria . 

“ The glory of God has descended upon the 
earth, peace has come down to men, and good- 
will.” Behold, 0 my God, the Gloria in Ex - 
celsis in its fullest meaning. It is truly the 
song of the living in the heavens, and never 
can we join therein without exciting in our- 
selves the desire of being one day transported 
thither, where it is for ever sung. Blessed 

1 Bibl. Nation . The same MS. 
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angels and messengers of our Lord, har- 
bingers of heaven, who come before our King 
to prepare the place to which He shall des- 
cend, I beseech you, in the name of your love 
for our God, teach me to love Him. Offer to 
Him at this moment, by your invisible hands, 
the same prayer that you presented to Him 
during that night in which Jesus was bom of 
our Lady. Gloria in Excelsis Deo ! — and 
deliver me from all that might hurt me, or 
that might be, an obstacle to m^ prayer. 
Amen. 1 

At the Collect . 

Glorious Virgin Mary, thou who art the 
true mediatrix between thy sweet Son and 
poor repentant sinners, pray for me. And 
do you, all ye Saints whom the Church com- 
memorates this day, come to my aid. Unite 
yourselves with the Queen of Angels, to be- 
seech of God that He may grant this day all 
that His Church asks for me. Amen. a 

1 Bibl. Nation. The same MS. * Ibid. 
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At the Epistle and Gospel. 

0 ye blessed Apostles, Evangelists, and 
Disciples of Jesus Christ, it was for love of 
Him that you renounced the world, and that 
you so generously delivered yourselves to the 
torments of martyrdom. I beseech you with 
all my heart, as also my Lady, the Blessed 
Mary, to pray to the Lord God for me, that 
all the days of my life I may have part in the 
merits of His blessed Incarnation, and that I 
may be constant here below to that doctrine 
which shall lead me, by true faith and perfect 
love, one day to see Him in the glory of His 
Paradise ! Amen. 1 

At the Credo . 

Sweet Father, Jesus Christ, Thou who 
knowest all things, Thou knowest all my 
faults, and how simple and unlearned I am. 
But, 0 Lord, without reserve I believe and love 
the faith of the holy Church. And by the 
love of Thy precious death, I beseech Thee to 
1 Bibl. Nation . The same MS. 
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give me knowledge and understanding, that 
I may live and die in this faith, professed by 
the Apostles, Martyrs, Confessors, Virgins, 
and all the Saints, in union with the Virgin 
Mother. Amen. 1 

At the Offertory . 

0 God, Thou who by Thine own Will, and 
for the salvation of all sinners, didst fix to 
the tree of the cross Thy Feet, Thy Hands, and 
Thy whole Body; who didst permit, in outrage 
to that sacred Body, that a crown of thorns 
should be placed on Thy royal Head ; who 
didst endure the cruel agony of the five wounds 
of the cross ; and who, in Thy Mother’s sight, 
didst redeem mankind by shedding all Thy 
Blood ; bestow upon me, 0 Lord, the gift of 
penitence, chastity, and of patience, and grant 
unto me the light of understanding, and the 
knowledge of good. I implore this in the 
Name of Him who offered Himself for the 
salvation of the world ! Amen. 2 

1 Bibl. Nation . The same MS. * Ibid. 
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At the Orate Fratre a. 

May the most blessed Mother of God, the 
Virgin Mary, all the Saints and all the Elect 
intercede for us, and may the virtue of the 
Most High cover us with His wings, that we 
may offer to the Father a mystery worthy of 
God and beneficial to man ! Amen. 1 

At the Sanctus. 

Come, holy and glorious Trinity, indivisible 
Deity, my hope and my salvation. Come 
Thou whom the angels in the heavens glorify, 
singing, “ Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord, Who 
was, and is, and evermore shall be.” And I, 
unworthy sinner that I am, cast myself at the 
feet of the throne of God, and cry to Him, 
“ Kindle within me, Lord, the light of Thy 
mercy, and the fire of Thy burning love. 
Satan and his ministers threaten me ; be Thou 
my defender. Against all perils and all evils 
be Thou my shield.” 

1 Bibliothlque de V Arsenal, T. L., 624. Fifteenth Cen- 
tury, <fcc. 
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And again I say, uniting myself to the 
angels, “ Thou art my true God, my blessed 
Shepherd, my sole Creator, my just Judge, 
my good Master, my loving Protector, my 
most victorious Leader, my powerful Phy- 
sician, my living Bread, and finally my Light 
and my Salvation.” Amen, amen. 1 

At the Consecration . 

“ To Thee, 0 my Lord Jesus, now I come, 
and in the name of Thy great charity I offer 
up my prayer this day ; that charity which 
led Thee, the King of heaven, to suffer Thy- 
self, in the presence of Thy Mother , to be sus- 
pended to the cross which the light of heaven 
made bright, Thy Soul filled equally with sad- 
ness and with sweetness, Thy Heart pierced, 
Thy Body covered with a thousand bleeding 
wounds. But lovingly didst Thou endure this 
fearful Passion, so consumed wert Thou by 
the thirst for our salvation. And it is in the 
name of this charity, with which Thy Heart 
of love, 0 most dear Saviour, was wounded for 
1 Bibl. Nation . Lat. 13,287 ; Fifteenth Century. 
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us, that I implore Thee to pardon all my sins, 
and according to Thy great mercy to grant 
to me a holy death and a joyful resurrection ! 
Amen. 1 

At the Elevation of the Host . 

Truly Thou art Jesus Christ, the holy One, 
true God, Son of God the Father ; true Man, 
Son of the Virgin Mary. And Thou art 
entire in this sacred Host, within which, 
under the form of bread, Thy Body is con- 
tained. I believe in Thee, I adore Thee, I 
place in Thee all my hope, for Thou hast re- 
deemed me by Thy blessed Passion. Have 
mercy on me. Amen.* 

At the Elevation of the Chalice . 

It is Thyself, again Thyself, sweet and 
blessed Jesus Christ, Who art also entire 
within this Chalice. Thy Blood is here under 
the form of wine, that Blood which Thou 
didst shed for us. 

1 Bibl. Nation . Same MS. A prayer very popular in the 
middle ages. 

* Bibl. Nation . Fr. 24, 39 ; Fourteenth Century. 
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Again and again I adore Thee, and beseech 
Thee to be my Salvation. 1 

Memento of the Living and of the Dead . 

And now, 0 my God, I desire to pray to 
Thee for all Thy holy Catholic Church, for all 
Thy reasonable creatures ; for all Christians, 
religious and secular, for all those who 
believe in Thee, and especially for those who 
pass through this life labouring in answer to 
the call of Thy holy love ; to these give per- 
severance, 0 my God. 

0 Lord Jesus, King Eternal, give chastity 
to virgins, sanctity to religious, mutual affec- 
tion to those united in marriage. Pardon all 
sinners, be the support of the widow, the 
counsellor of the orphan, the friend and pro- 
tector of the poor, the guide of the traveller, 
and the comforter of the sad. Grant that 
the wicked may amend their lives, and that 
the good may rise to higher excellence. 

On examining myself, I find that I am 
guilty among all others, and sinful in all 
1 Bibl . Nation, Fr. 24, 39 ; Fourteenth Century. 
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things. 0 my good Father, 0 my most sweet 
and most tender Father, Thou who pitiest all 
mankind, suffer me not to live at so great a 
distance from Thy paternal love. Be Thou 
my Liberator, and pardon me all the evil 
thoughts and sinful deeds with which I have 
to reproach myself before Thee. Make of my 
soul, 0 my God, a soul which seeks Thee, 
fears Thee, loves Thee, and fulfils Thy Will. 
0 God, blessed in all ages, and eternally 
glorious, pour forth Thy grace upon those 
who remember me, or who have remembered 
me in their prayers, and upon all those who 
are dear to me. Deign most mercifully to 
direct their steps, that they may never perish. 
Leave not without Thine aid those Christians 
who are still in this life, and to those who 
have passed away give eternal rest. Amen. 1 



Sweet and kind Virgin, full of dignity and 
bounty, Virgin sanctified in the womb, Virgin 
1 Bill. Nation, Lat. 13,287 ; Fifteenth Century. 
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illuminated with grace, Virgin powerful as 
thou art pure, most glorious Mother of God, 
Mother most chaste and Lady most reverently 
honoured; I pray thee, of thy goodness, to 
preserve my body and my soul from all sin, 
and take them both into thy holy keeping. 
And may thy sweet Son Jesus give me, through 
thy loving prayers, patience in adversity, a 
humble heart in prosperity, the remission of 
my sins, and perseverance in well doing. 
Obtain for me all these gifts, 0 Mary, that I 
may never for one moment do aught that is 
displeasing to my God. May thy Son grant 
to my kindred and my friends the bliss of 
Paradise : may He convert the wicked and 
maintain the good in well-doing : may He put 
an end to wars, and grant us peace : may He 
pardon us all our offences, and bestow upon 
us an honourable life, a happy death, and 
eternal joy. May he not forget the souls in 
Purgatory, and award to them full pardon 
and a share in His glory. Amen. 1 

1 Bibl. Nation. 24,685, formerly Cordeliers, 137 ; entitled, 
Oration bien belle d la Vidrge. 
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At the Agnus Dei . 

0 God of Love, 0 tender and immacu- 
late Lamb, Thou, 0 Lord, Who didst create 
heaven and earth, and Who dost hold the 
whole world within Thy divine Hand ; Thou 
Who didst take upon Thyself our humanity. 
Who didst deign to submit to the Cross of 
ignominy, Who didst redeem the universe by 
the precious streams of Thy Blood, and Who 
didst promise Thy kingdom to all who follow 
in the footsteps of Thy Sacrifice, grant that 
we may love Thee with a pure heart, and 
persevere in Thy service. Pour forth upon 
us Thy love and eternal peace, so that, filled 
with Thy mercy, we may one day merit to 
be near to the Blessed Virgin, in the joy of 
the just. Amen. x 

At the Communion . 

In the presence of the true Body and the 
true Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, 0 my God, 
I place myself most humbly and devoutly at 

1 Bibl. Nation. Lat. 18,287 ; Fifteenth Century. 
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the feet of Thy loving mercy. Make me to 
avoid sin in the present, pardon that which I 
have committed in the past, and guard me 
against it in the future. Through the prayers 
of Mary and the Saints , give me intelligence 
and faith, wisdom, sweetness, and the spirit 
of self-denial, even though I be surrounded by 
all the prosperity this earth affords, humility in 
good works, patience unshaken in all the trials 
and afflictions of this world, a true and active 
love for all my friends and benefactors ; and I 
would especially address myself to Thy eternal 
glory and mercy in favour of my enemies, if 
any such there be. Finally, I beseech Thee, 
in behalf of all here present, for the amend- 
ment of our lives, space for repentance, the 
treasures of Thy grace, the consolations of 
the Holy Spirit, and perseverance in all good, 
so that we may, by Thee, be reunited to our 
Father in heaven, by Thee, 0 Lord Jesus, 
whose most sacred Body and Blood we adore 
at this moment on earth. 1 

y Bibl. Nation. Same MS. 

4 
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